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New Technology Platform Designed to Provide
African Park Rangers Real-Time Tools to Protect
Iconic Animal Species
Information contained on this page is provided by an independent third-party content provider. Frankly and this Site make no warranties or representations
in connection therewith. If you are aﬃliated with this page and would like it removed please contact pressreleases@franklyinc.com
SOURCE Vulcan Inc.
Philanthropist Paul G. Allen Builds on his Global Wildlife Conservation Eﬀort with New Domain Awareness System (DAS)
SEATTLE, March 22, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- Responding to the elephant poaching crisis illustrated in 2016's Great Elephant Census (GEC),
philanthropist Paul G. Allen and his team of technologists and conservation experts are partnering with park managers across Africa to provide a
new technology platform to better protect this iconic species and other wildlife threatened by human activities.

Domain Awareness System (DAS) Provides Real-Time Tools to …

The GEC documented an alarming 30 percent loss of savannah elephants over the past seven years primarily due to increased ivory poaching. This
conﬁrmed conservationists' greatest fears and gives new importance to technology to aid in addressing this crisis.
The Domain Awareness System (DAS) is a tool that aggregates the positions of radios, vehicles, aircraft and animal sensors to provide users with a
real-time dashboard that depicts the wildlife being protected, the people and resources protecting them, and the potential illegal activity
threatening them.
"Accurate data plays a critical role in conservation," said Paul Allen. "Rangers deserve more than just dedication and good luck. They need to know
in real-time what is happening in their parks."
The visualization and analysis capabilities of DAS allow park managers to make immediate tactical decisions to then eﬃciently deploy resources for
interdiction and active management. "DAS has enabled us to establish a fully integrated approach to our security and anti-poaching work within
northern Kenya," said Mike Watson, chief executive oﬃcer of Lewa Conservancy where the ﬁrst DAS installation was deployed late last year. "This is
making us signiﬁcantly more eﬀective and coordinated and is showing us limitless opportunities for conservation applications."
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The system has been installed at six protected wildlife conservation sites since November 2016. Working with Save the Elephants, African Parks
Network, Wildlife Conservation Society, and the Singita Grumeti Fund as well as the Lewa Conservancy and Northern Rangelands Trust, a total of 15
locations are expected to adopt the system this year.
"When we are fully operational by the end of 2017, the system will cover more than 90,000 square miles of protected area," said Ted Schmitt, lead
program manager for DAS. "In speaking with park managers over the last few years, a large gap was a lack of a single technology platform that
could make great use of the data to direct enforcement eﬀorts and enable deep analysis."
The SMART Partnership, a consortium of conservation NGOs, government partners, and technology companies, is working with Paul Allen's team to
integrate DAS with SMART software used in nearly 500 sites across 46 countries to measure, evaluate and adaptively improve the eﬀectiveness of
wildlife law enforcement patrols and site-based conservation activities.
DAS is also powering the Save the Elephants Tracking App, a mobile tool for rangers and researchers that is already proving eﬀective in many ﬁeld
sites across Africa.
"If you know where elephants are, and how they are moving, then you can help protect them," said Iain Douglas-Hamilton, president of Save the
Elephants. "We've been tracking elephants for a long time to get ahead of poachers in this way and the DAS is taking this into a new realm. I'm
absolutely thrilled that Paul Allen is doing this. DAS is a game changer."
With early and eager adoption by the protected areas to date, the implementation team is focusing on the integration of new data sources as they
become available. Satellites, drones, camera traps, animal sensors, weather monitors and technology yet to be invented can all be used for
managing and protecting wildlife no matter what threats develop in the future.
ABOUT VULCAN INC.
Vulcan Inc. is a nimble private company working to solve some of the biggest global issues. The projects and investments we pursue are inspired by
the ideas of our founder Paul G. Allen and tethered to a simple principle; we use data to inform our eﬀorts and seek out opportunities that can
make a positive impact-and share what we learn. Vulcan supports innovative approaches that can save endangered species, address climate
change, improve ocean health, explore new frontiers, research how the human brain works and build sustainable communities. Our programs,
projects and initiatives bring together industry leaders collaborating across disciplines to discover and develop smart, data-driven solutions and
create inspiring experiences that help us tackle some of the world's toughest challenges.
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To view the original version on PR Newswire, visit:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-technology-platform-designed-to-provideafrican-park-rangers-real-time-tools-to-protect-iconic-animal-species-300427986.html
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